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Whether, indeed, the problem of armaments can be solved
so long as our Western ideas of trade and industry continue
to prevail is the question which ought to receive the most
careful consideration. One thing seems evident, and that
is, that the first step in the direction of a solution of the
problem must be a rapprochement between the working
classes of all countries, so that they might see that their
interests were identical in putting a stop to the enormous
expenditure on weapons of destruction. Vast economies
on the expenditure on armies and navies will not be effected
until the working classes of the great countries of the world
combine as one man. The problem, therefore, ultimately
resolves itself into one of education in the real sense of that
term, and, consequently, of greater intelligence on the part
of those who have to bear the burden. As Mr. Winston
Churchill recently put it: " If a serious antagonism is gradu-
ally created between the two peoples, Germany and Britain,
it will not be because of the workings of any natural or
impersonal forces, but through the vicious activity of a
comparatively small number of individuals in both countries,
and the culpable credulity of larger classes, It becomes the
first duty of men of light and leading to resist these night-
mare moods, to repel numbing and deluded acceptances,
and to deny all countenance to that spirit of distrust which
without any physical embodiment has already sensibly
darkened the outlook of mankind."

In the present conditions of the world disarmament
is, of course, impossible, and will remain impossible until
a permanent International Government, able to preserve
order with a military police force, has been evolved from
the Hague Conferences. The only alternative to that seems
to be the destruction of civilisation either by a world-wide
carnage or by the forces of disorder taking advantage of
the developments of science to destroy all governments.
As Mr. Stead put it in a recent article: " Should they let
hell loose by making war upon each other, heaven itself
would rain hell-fire upon the modern cities of the plain. In